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Q no. S 243
To the Minister for the Environment (15 October 2002) by:

René Skau Björnsson (Social Democratic Party):

“Could the Minister please provide information as to when the Wildlife Management Council (Vildtforvaltningsrådet) is expected to have completed the status report for culling of rooks in urban areas, and would the Minister please forward the status report once it is ready?”
Reason

In the reply to Question no. S2667 of 23 July 2002 it is stated that the Wildlife Management Council has been requested to give a status report.
Reply (21 October 2002)

Minister for the Environment (Hans Christian Schmidt):

The Wildlife Management Council expects to hear the status report for culling of rooks in urban areas at their meeting on 5 December 2002.

I will forward the report as soon as it is available.

Supplementary reply (28 February 2003)

Minister for the Environment (Hans Christian Schmidt):

Further to my reply to question no. S 243 raised by Member of Parliament Mr. René Skau Björnsson (Social Democratic Party), I submit the following status report concerning culling of rooks in urban areas in particluar. I endorse the report, which was prepared by the Forest and Nature Agency.

“Status report for culling of rooks

Culling of rook chicks

In general, rook chicks may be culled by shooting without prior approval in the period 1 May to 15 June. Furthermore, in urban areas in particular, the landowner can upon applying to the local State Forest District receive permission to shoot a specific number of adult rooks, in connection with rook colonies. This permission is usually given for the period 1 January to 15 March. The current culling of rook chicks comprises approx. 100,000 chicks annually.
Culling of chicks during spring is effective, since the birds at this time are very much bound to the nesting area. In this period it is therefore relatively easy to bring down a large number of chicks.

Hunting adult birds

There is no hunting season for rooks, and it is unlikely that the introduction of an actual hunt for adult rooks will lead to an overall significantly greater number of rooks being brought down than is the case today. This is due to the fact that there is no tradition for hunting adult rooks and therefore no tradition for eating the adult birds. Furthermore, bringing down the shy rooks is difficult outside the breeding period, in which time period a possible hunting season must be placed according to the legislation.
Specifying an actual rook hunting season in order to reduce the population would also go against the principle in hunting ethics that hunting of wild species should not be introduced in order to reduce the population. If it is prudent to limit the number of rooks locally, this should be done through culling according to the regulations on wildlife damage.
The introduction of a rook hunting season would also require that the rook, for Denmark’s part, is included in list II/2 in the EU Birds Directive. This procedure would probably take several years.

The Wildlife Management Council’s recommendation
The Wildlife Management Council discussed culling of rooks at the Council’s meeting on 5 December 2002. A majority of the members found the current practice to be appropriate and recommended it be continued. A minority of the members were ready to introduce a practice that provided fewer possibilities for culling rooks.
The Forest and Nature Agency’s position
The Agency agrees with the majority in the Wildlife Management Council that the current practice provides sufficient possibilities for culling the population of rooks locally. This also applies to the possibilities for preventing the establishment of rook colonies in urban areas, where, as mentioned above, the local State Forest District may, on request, grant permission to shoot adult rooks in the nesting and breeding period from 1 January to 15 March. The State Forest District can also provide advice on measures and methods to scare the rooks away from urban areas where they are not wanted.
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